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VicTAG Medication Safety Alerts

» 22 alerts published on the VicTAG website (member’s section) to date.

» Broad variety of topics including managing medication shortages,

allergies, look-alike-sound-alike errors, high risk medicines, controlled
medicines and more.

» Thank you to the members of the VicTAG Quality Use of Medicines
(QUM) and Management Committees for reviewing the alerts.
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HIGH RISK MEDICINE ALERT: WARFARIN
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Tips for using intravenous fluid bags

Some medicine names are changing

VicTAG

Clonazepam o

The two main
in 2016, the Australion Therapeutic (7GA) updated Clo be used for
Mylan of d h d names o clign h hadto ontepieptc
thes Lzl : Freeflex® IV flid bags | Viaflex™ IV fluid bags claplaiy theiolc aricinaw d Sakal
i Both Brands i iiow i bloe + Stored withinan + Storedwithinan =
Y b br package: o v oo The 30 April 2023,
Botties an e e o Non-PVC fhOsbNS SvaporIoN required on the label Refer to the TGA website' for more information and a searchable list. Only @
SR i 5 depansing + Made of amulsiayer + Contains PVC L ‘Table 1 and Table 2.
and admiish farks and s inning Gt aver| oppactimnity 1o reduce lefinfim + Contains DEHP as 0 odr >
et BeTeaeen - 5 . Nnn-DE}T;:does not Plasuc::r
Lt it '9 contain plasticisers) * Latex-free
o G  Flexible and When prescribing clonazepam drops:
llopsible
o ;ZW:WEW Prescribe the clonazepam dose in number of
S ninie E\ drops AND dose in milligrams (mg)*
recycling bins and 7
PVC= polint centres! &g Give § drops (0.5 mg) ot right
enionde
oewp 3 Addtive pore —
dietnylhexs Addtive port Infusion port. Infusion port e
phnalote ﬂ 1 Check the dose in drops and miligrams (mg).
2 Dose must be measured and odministered
s DROPS using the dropper attached to
e ibil ng inj ici i i olimed ' the bottle Table 1. Clonazepam dosing
g _— 3. Invert the bottle and count the number of conversion table
: s il 30 Apri 2025 —_— required drops onto a plostic or mecal 00N [Doge (mg) | Number of drops |
»  Altematively, count the drops into a medicine $
. Refer toTable Medicine ingredients for dual labelling labelling with NO planned transition to — cup or ENFit™ syringejoral dispenser and 101mg | 1drop
. the bag - until 30 April 2025 sole names dilute with 10 mL to 20 mL of water or juice. |02mg | 2drops.
0ld packaging New packaging* dosukEr 4. Administer the entire volume, 103mg | 3drops
Table 1 Examples of Tble2 hydroxycarbamide (hydroxyurea) [04mg [adrops
Warfarin, an anticoagulant used in the prevention of arterial and venous thrombosis, and in the andjor tetracaine (amethocaing) Do NOT put arops airectly nto moutn as overdosing | Sdreg
prevention of . ; major risk of Miedicnes that requie RomPUC and]or ron DEFP — may occur sasiy. The oral quids osotresd bluewhich 78— TP
g or vhich con i r T e moy stain teeth and soliva.
significant morbidity and mortality. Amiodarone | Blinatumomab Carmustine L (Bacillus Calmette and
Ciclosporin Clonazepam* Diazepam Guerin (BCG) strain) Other important notes:
ocztarel emulsion . 3 . - F—
Make sure to STOP and CHECK before you SELECT to avoid the risk of Letermovr Nicordipine™ [ 2 " T — i iredis 3 .
look: d-ali icati i ith high risk ol Tacrolimus. Temsirolimus : 2 2 £ e 2
, especially 3 i as drops. arops |
medicines like warfarin. [ Urokinase I o K : .
e ————— the label ie E
1 oo gy @ i e A Z
P—— j o B | I T T e H
VICTAG s Wsteoes Gy VICTAG VICTAG ~E=sm=ms VICTAG E=sssssies ]

Looks are important Oral anticoagulants and kidney Chlorhexidine allergy
P damage: rare but be aware :

With many medication bottles now looking similar in blue or W@, make sure to follow o rore,
the mediication safety rights, and use  scanner where available, to avoid medication errors. dermatius and ollergic contact demmatias

setungs ond in

ollergres

Always look carefully at licney diseace. S roore
the bottle label for the:

acadental re-expozure

* Cases of ARN have been reportedin patients > & |

oking oral anticoagulants, mainly from oversecs.
« In Australia, ARN hos only been reported with
warfarin'.

 As a safety precaution, the Australian product
information for apixaban, dabigatran and
rivaroxaban have been updated to include o
warning on this rare adverse effect Warnings
already exist in the warforin product information

« Warnings have not been added to the product
information of parenteral anticoagulants at this
stage.

Clinical recommendations and suggested actions

. ARN

and symptoms:

© High blood pressure
Ensure you also talk to = Decreased amount of urine.
your patients and their = Bloodinurine + Ensure the ollergy 1s documented and
carers about any changes > Swelling in legs, ankles, and around the eyes. odvize the patient (and thew carer/z).
in appearance to their - D + Avold chiohexdine exposure Check lobelz
5 function. an
medication bottles.
immediotely
Remind them to always. 2 = o ;ﬂ Refer’ obvious
check the names and | EomERan o0 pok . o Tabie 1. | mprepoen Acona 708 s N
strengths of medications e SR g ple ~ ~ g
g Therapeutic Goods Adminisuation (TGA). Rt olarate s aasepe ot | Poparatn of conmis | Rl 70K sk g
before taking them. 1wy 3
s Moz won Hydrogen percce 1 5% £
e . stcton e psa ok o —— B N §
2 = e —— Poremrerr e ney -
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Other 2023 highlights
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Medicines Roundtable 2023

Supportmg Mmedicines
access, quality & safety
. for Victorian hospitals.
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Advocacy work

» Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substance (DPCS) Regulations Amendment 2023:
ﬁdd{tLo)n of pregabalin, gabapentin and tramadol in SafeScript (Department of
ealt

» DPCS Amendment MDMA and psilocybin (Department of Health)

» Accreditation standards for pharmacist prescriber education programs
(Australian Pharmacy Council)

» Juno® potassium chloride ampoules (Juno Pharmaceuticals)
» Viatris (Mylan) change in packaging to medication bottles (Viatris)

» Targeted consultation on priorities for future improvements to TGO 91 and
TGO 92 requirements (TGA)

» Medication refrigerator monitoring (Department of Health, Department of
Health and Aged Care)

» Andexanet alfa Council of Australian Therapeutic Advisory Groups (CATAG)
Position Statement (CATAG)
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Meetings

» 11 VicTAG Management Committee meetings
» 6 VicTAG QUM Committee meetings
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VicTAG frameworks

» 2 new published frameworks

VICTAG
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Victorian Framework
Implementation of smart
infusion pumps

2023

The Victorian AG) oft
VICTAG' ity by sharing unbiased,
goal Medianes Policy acces
the use Victorian hospital
June 20

VICTAG
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Victorian Framework
for clinical decision support tools for
Anticoagulants

The Victorian Thlrapelm claory Srou [ACTA) e thedevelopment of i famewerk
VICTAG's purp % i e G

Motk snaccaion thecas/ ) 15 SUppont th o f, sl kst tie Natlonal Maclic nesPohtypilIarsnf

access,ql hlvsafay and sustainability in the Lse of medicines in Victorian hospitals.
April 2023




Collated hospital responses

» 14 collated hospital responses

VicTAC

Date: April 2023

Title: Nursing home discharges

VicTAG Quality Use of Medicines Group
Collated hospital responses

o+ { ‘We have noticed multiple pharmacies (three to date) recently are refusing to update nursing home webster packs/ sachets when patients are discharged back to nursing homes, even if an
interim chart and medilst are supplied until the nursing home GP changes their internal electronic system (depends on GP availability}
VI ‘ | AG Title: S8 S4D delivery process and m« What s your i Iy and T Have vou come across this issus and have vou made any changes to this process |
D e 2023 when & patient is discharged to a nursing home?
YIS o ate: October Respanse 1 Currently fax copy of medication chart and discharge scrl
pharmacy for supply and GP ta update medication chart.
Question 1: Are you Question 2: What ks the current | Question 3: Hon VicTAG Quality Use of Medicines Group
wards 58 and S4D documentation / process $4Dimprest me
Imprest medicines raquiramants for ward boxed S8 | in the ward saf Collated hospital responses
ordared via ward boxing |and
service? from original pa Respanse 2 We have had the same issue. If it is the same as what we Title: Benchmarking — Oral Merphine Equivalent Daily Dose (OMED) and Elective Surgery
stored by strips iths anag
lowse patches & The packing programs are directly linked ta the electranis - Jum
Response 1 We aren't currently ward |N/A Original baxes """(“""5‘"5 home. The pharmacy can't "“:“‘:ﬁ;‘“" Date: June 2023
N packing is update ane
baxing anyrhing yet Response 3 Have not experlenced this yet. T relation to OMED and Elective Surgery:
Question 1.
Response 2 No, they are supplied | Signed requisition forms. Signed by | Depends on wai Does your b on oral marphine equivalent daily dose [OMED) cut-offs for elective surgery? If yes:
from pl v a strips and single Response 4 Prepare IRCMAC and send with script to RACF with patier *  What Is the cut-off {mg)?
safe stock. Unboxed items | of Be f + Isitenforced |.e. surgery delayed and if 50 who is responsible for enforcing it?
small clear plast pharmacy to request changes ta medication supply for pl Question 2.
date (aim for 24 hours’ notice but often is same day). If your answer to question 1 was no, does your hospital network have a policy, opi a criteria for declaring a patient not
ready for elective surgery? If yes:
Response 3 M LY Original i
- o Wi iginal packag « Howis opioid risk determined?
Respanse 5 o comment + Isitenforced Le. surgery delayed and if so who is respansible for enforcing It?
Responza & =3 [Signed directly into the ward Original packag] Question 3.
58/54D register —nat signed into Does your have an oploid inic [.e.3 Tor we patient’s opioid doses before surgery)?
anywhere In pharmacy first +  Ifyes, what is the ciinical mx of this clinic (.. medical, pharmacy, nursing)?
Question 4,
Disclimar: lehse ot Chat Bl iformation a1 Bokcies Bre caly currént a1 The Leve The response s 34 15 there anything else you would like to share relevant to this topic?
represertitive of the ROIGAIE DITICIDAtING in the disCus3On 81 the time 8nd 00 AR Necesshnby indxe! Response 1 Currently this work is igesic C there is further work required to standardise this workflow.
the orignal source sod that the information will ot be Guoted of used out Response 2 1. No
2. No
3. No
4. Referral process in place for pre-admission Clinkc for APMS to review patients who fit any of the following criteria:
©  Opioid tolerant e.g.
Oislaimer: iesce time the responzes hespal practces. + Buprenorphine patch greater than 30 microg/hr
resresentative of the hesaitals particeating I the discussion 2t the time and €0 nat necessanly Indiate 3 comslete picture of current prach willoe gen 2 Owyodons graater than or squal t0 50 mgidsy
used ot of the ot ofthe iscuszn saught from ey, protocal o sppbed in v + Fentanyl patch greater than ot equal to 25 microghr
*  On opioid replacement therapy
+ Opioid pumps In situ
*  Substance abuse with opioid use
©  Onoploid antagonist |e.g. naltrexone)
o Using spinal o I
Oiclamer n = spanse s semt and and praciices The erved areory
the tme and current practes e
the orgnl o e g frem biefare any pokey, protoeai o guiceline - used or appled i ancther setteg
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Updated email distribution lists

» 5 new distribution lists:
» General communications
» Quality Use of Medicines
» Medicines shortages
» Register of Emergency and Life Saving Medicines (ELSM)

» Finance
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Membership survey

» 31 res pondents VIcTAG 2023 Membership Survey Results

Between March to May 2023, VicTAG members were invited to paricipate in a survey about VicTAG membership and
activities. Here is a summary of the key results:

Respondent roles:
+ Pharmacy Director 36%
» Clinician/Doctor 3%
Respondents « QUM Pharmacist 35%
completed the « Clinical Pharmacist 10%
survey = Other 16%
Top 3 most useful VicTAG activities: - VicTAG funded projects
1. VIicTAG QUM group 719, ot o e
2. Maintenance of Emergency and Life pharmaceutical waste
Saving Medicines Register framework extremely useful
3. Review and response fo consultation
papers on behalf of membership Other extremely useful projects:
4. Advocacy through relationships with * The safe handling of hazardous
other organisations/govemment bodies medicines framework (67.7%)

* Neuromuscuiar blocking agent
advisory tool (55.1%)

5. Medication safety alerts

££ As a rural health service, it is
useful fo be able to access
the medication safety fools
and publications that VicTAG
produces. n

££ Keep up the fantastic work. It
is a privilege to be involved
with such a proactive group. ”

4.2/5

i ) . About the VicTAG website: L€ 1 wouid like to see
Average salisfaction rating * “The website is not accessible fo multiple standardisation of guidelines.
for WicTAG communication, members of our organisation.” The VicTAG smart pump
with email being the « “The login firewall is & practical barrier to stafewide library is one
prefermed method. mmdmh@lqmm  Work.* example of how this can work. y y

Thank you to all the people who completed the survey. Your feedback is vital for shaping the focus and activities of
VicTAG, many of which has or will be incorporated into the current and upcoming workplans. Some of the changes
we have made already include updating our member contact lists and revamping the Emergency and Life Saving
Medicines Register to improver usability. Please email professionalofficer@VicTAG org.au if you have any more

C T n G suggestions or would like to see our current workplan.
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Newsletters

» 3 newsletters
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Newsletter

September 2023

Welcome to the latest VICTAG newsletter.

‘With the Medicines Roundtable for 2023
Justaround the comer, it wil be great (o

specnlysllmitms(m

meetings with the Department of

wenavebaenb\syvnmznmnwof

d responses on behalf of
VlcTAG members We have also nad

am!SC\/loDmmo\emerdesdwr
members acros:

VICTAG

VICTORAN THERAPEUTICS ADVSORY GROUP.

are aiso looking forward to commencing a

collaborative project with Health Share:

Victoria for assessing pharmaceutical
products. of interest close

of our ki

The prjects suppoted by VETAG are the hospital sector and
continuing, including i on the amazing work
that everyone does each day.
A from  automated dlspe"Slr\g R o
Chai Schedule 9, 100k forward to seeing everyone at the
O Ay, 8and 4D medications. Both will benefit  Roundtable.
‘our members, and we will continue to

‘support other projects in the future. We

Victorian Medicines Roundtable 2023
Join us at the Victorian Medicines Roundtable 2023!
The Medicines Roundtable, to be jointly hosted by VicTAG and Safer Care
Victoria (SCV), will brl\g together clinicians with an interest in medication
rural and regional

leaforanl\pemw learrlmam!ﬂmmlcwmkstonevemmwlll be
faciitated by axpenemed health communicator Dr Sally Cockb

(ended to medication a
saietya\duualnyvrmlmamm\oes impﬂmmvdllbehskedwlm
wt:omes will inform work underway by VICTAG inﬂ SCV.
Sessions will cover a

VICTAG

SCV

Safer Care
Victoria

and equitable and sustainable access to high-cost medicines.
Invited speakers for the event include:

Dooley Bayantosseini  KateWamen DrDavidLiew
Facitstor | Direcorof Phamacy  Mansger Patent pely
“Alred Health z and Govemance  Chain Surety, HSV _ Medicines
Response, SOV CEC,NSW.
“Ausin Heath
Location Registration
5 October 2023 Level 5. Tickets available via Humanitix:
9.30am to 4.30pm S it i

2 Lonsdale Street
(Please amve at 9am) Melbourne, VIC 3004 medicines-roundtable:

Website: www victag org. W
Email: professionalofficer@victag org.a

Pead Tower
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Looking to 2024
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Upcoming projects and work plan

» Actions from Medicines Roundtable in partnership with Safer Care
Victoria

» VicTAG framework for the management of Schedule 9, Schedule 8
and Schedule 4D medications

» VicTAG/Health Share Victoria medication safety assessment of
pharmaceutical products

» CATAG and other advocacy work

» Medication safety alerts
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